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Ralph Lauren Corporate Foundation Announces $25 Million 
Commitment to Five Cancer Centers Across America with Goal of 
Reducing Disparities in Cancer Care in Underserved Communities

• Georgetown University to establish the Ralph Lauren Center for 
Cancer Prevention at Georgetown Lombardi Comprehensive 
Cancer Center in Washington, D.C.

• Memorial Sloan Kettering (MSK) Ralph Lauren Center to 
build upon 20-year partnership serving Harlem, New York, and 
surrounding communities

• Conquer Cancer®, the ASCO Foundation, to collaborate on the 
Ralph Lauren Corporate Foundation’s selection of three additional 
National Cancer Institute-designated center grant recipients 

NEW YORK, NY — May 11, 2022 — The Ralph Lauren Corporate 
Foundation announced today that it will provide $25 million in 
new grant funding to expand or establish five Ralph Lauren cancer 
centers, aimed at reducing disparities in cancer care and access across 
underserved communities in the United States. The funding will 
benefit institutions with a National Cancer Institute (NCI) designation, 
including Georgetown Lombardi Comprehensive Cancer Center and 
Memorial Sloan Kettering (MSK) Ralph Lauren Center, as well as 
three additional locations that will be confirmed. The White House 
recognized the Ralph Lauren Corporate Foundation’s philanthropic 
pledge as a leading example of public and private sector partners coming 
together and answering its Cancer Moonshot call to action to accelerate 
progress against the disease.

In its 20-year history, this is the largest single funding commitment 
made by the Ralph Lauren Corporate Foundation as it deepens its 
longstanding cancer care and prevention efforts to support access to 
high-quality treatment at an earlier, more curable stage in underserved 
communities. The programs funded through this effort will focus on 
providing patient navigation services, increased screenings, early 
diagnosis and treatment, all of which help to break down barriers that 
prevent those most in need from accessing high-quality care. 

“When someone we love has cancer, it affects all of us — our families, our 
friends, our communities,” said Ralph Lauren, Executive Chairman and 
Chief Creative Officer of Ralph Lauren Corporation, and Chair of the 
Ralph Lauren Corporate Foundation. “While we have made significant 
progress and advancements in the fight against cancer, barriers to 
care and access persist, particularly in medically underserved and 
vulnerable communities. It is our hope that, together, we can strengthen 
avenues of support and generate meaningful change for families and 

communities who need it most. For over 30 years, this has been my 
personal commitment, and now, joined by so many dedicated partners, 
we envision a world where cancer outcomes improve for everyone and 
survivors thrive.”

The Ralph Lauren Corporate Foundation will continue its longstanding 
partnership with Georgetown Lombardi Comprehensive Cancer 
Center to establish the Ralph Lauren Center for Cancer Prevention in 
Washington, D.C., as part of its $25 million investment. In 1989, Ralph 
Lauren cofounded the Nina Hyde Center for Breast Cancer Research 
at the Georgetown Lombardi Comprehensive Cancer Center after his 
close friend and then Washington Post fashion editor Nina Hyde was 
diagnosed with breast cancer. 

Building on the existing practices of Capital Breast Care Center, the 
renamed and reimagined Ralph Lauren Center for Cancer Prevention 
will expand its services in patient navigation and education beyond 
breast cancer. This expanded center’s mission will provide a range 
of patient navigation services to support early detection, diagnostic, 
treatment and preventative measures while broadening screening 
capacity to include colorectal, lung and prostate cancers — three of the 
most common types of cancer that disproportionately affect people in 
the district’s metropolitan area. Situated in the southeast part of the 
district, the Ralph Lauren Center for Cancer Prevention will serve 
a diverse population and engage the community through targeted 
outreach and educational workshops.

“We are deeply honored to carry the commitment of Ralph Lauren and 
the Ralph Lauren Corporate Foundation forward here in the nation’s 
capital with the establishment of the Ralph Lauren Center for Cancer 
Prevention,” said Louis M. Weiner, MD, Director of Georgetown 
Lombardi Comprehensive Cancer Center and Director of MedStar 
Georgetown Cancer Institute. “For over 30 years, Mr. Lauren’s 
pioneering vision to fight cancer through the Nina Hyde Center at 
Georgetown Lombardi has led to remarkable progress in breast cancer 
research and care. This newly-expanded collaboration will strengthen 
our ability to meet the needs of the most vulnerable and underserved 
members of our community, so they can more fully benefit from 
improved cancer prevention and early detection. This extraordinary 
gift will allow us, working together with the Ralph Lauren Corporate 
Foundation, to make the world a better place.”

Commitment recognized by White House Cancer Moonshot
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In addition, the Ralph Lauren Corporate Foundation is strengthening 
its support of the MSK Ralph Lauren Center in Harlem, New York 
with an investment that will help it continue to address cancer health 
disparities in the community by offering early cancer screening services, 
high-quality cancer care and increased access to clinical trials. Founded 
in 2003 alongside Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, one of the 
nation’s leading cancer centers, the MSK Ralph Lauren Center serves 
as a clinical and operational model for high-quality, compassionate 
and culturally-sensitive care and strives to reduce health disparities, as 
well as improve outcomes for the Harlem community and surrounding 
neighborhoods. 

“We are grateful to the Ralph Lauren Corporate Foundation for their 
longstanding support of Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center’s 
mission, which includes ensuring that all people have access to high-
quality cancer care and leading-edge clinical trials,” said Craig B. 
Thompson, MD, President and Chief Executive Officer of Memorial 
Sloan Kettering Cancer Center. “For nearly 20 years, the MSK 
Ralph Lauren Center has helped to address cancer health disparities 
throughout Harlem and the greater New York metro area. With this 
continued support, MSK Ralph Lauren Center will be well positioned to 
meet the evolving cancer care needs of this unique community.”

“Ralph’s decades-long commitment has enabled MSK Ralph Lauren 
Center to create a replicable model that can bring patient navigation 
to medically underserved communities all across the country,” said 
Dr. Harold Freeman, Founder and Chairman Emeritus of MSK Ralph 
Lauren Center. “Patient navigation ensures that at the very first indicator 
of an abnormal finding, and along the entire journey of care, patients are 
supported by trained navigators working to eliminate any barrier to 
timely diagnosis and treatment.” 

Looking ahead, the Ralph Lauren Corporate Foundation will collaborate 
with Conquer Cancer®, the ASCO Foundation. Conquer Cancer is 
the philanthropic arm of the American Society of Clinical Oncology 
(ASCO), the world’s leading professional organization for physicians 
and oncology professionals caring for people with cancer. The Ralph 
Lauren Corporate Foundation and Conquer Cancer will identify three 
additional NCI-designated cancer centers based on each center’s track 
record for clinical excellence, community engagement, a demonstrated 
commitment to overcoming health disparities and a comprehensive plan 
to improve cancer outcomes for the most vulnerable and underserved 
patients in their communities. 

“We commend the Ralph Lauren Corporate Foundation for their 
commitment to increasing access to patient navigation, screenings and 
early diagnosis — all of which are needed to address persistent health 
disparities. We look forward to working with the Foundation as part of 
our commitment to advancing access to equitable, high-quality cancer 
care for every person, no matter who they are or where they live,” said 
Clifford A. Hudis, MD, FACP, FASCO, Chief Executive Officer of ASCO 
and Executive Vice Chair of Conquer Cancer.  

Today’s $25 million commitment from the Ralph Lauren Corporate 
Foundation advances and aligns with Ralph Lauren Corporation’s 
ongoing efforts to combat cancer globally by raising awareness and 
making a difference for communities most in need. Established in 2000, 
the Pink Pony Fund of the Ralph Lauren Corporate Foundation supports 
initiatives that reduce disparities in cancer care, increase prevention 
programming and integrate patient navigation into the continuum of 
care. Pink Pony initially focused on supporting breast cancer programs 
and has since broadened its efforts to encompass all types of cancers. 
Throughout the years, the Ralph Lauren Corporate Foundation has 
directly funded grantees dedicated to providing critical services and 
quality cancer care to tens of thousands of people.

ABOUT THE RALPH LAUREN CORPORATE FOUNDATION
The Ralph Lauren Corporate Foundation works to make the dream of a 
better life reality by championing equity and empowering underserved 
communities around the world. Established in 2001, the Foundation 
is committed to making a difference across its core areas of focus: 
supporting cancer care and prevention, protecting the environment, 
fostering advocacy & access and strengthening community resilience. 
It hopes to deliver meaningful change in its communities through its 
nonprofit partnerships, investments and volunteering programs. For 
more information, please visit: https://corporate.ralphlauren.com/
Foundation.

ABOUT RALPH LAUREN CORPORATION
Ralph Lauren Corporation (NYSE:RL) is a global leader in the 
design, marketing and distribution of premium lifestyle products in 
five categories: apparel, footwear & accessories, home, fragrances and 
hospitality. For more than 50 years, Ralph Lauren has sought to inspire 
the dream of a better life through authenticity and timeless style. Its 
reputation and distinctive image have been consistently developed 
across an expanding number of products, brands and international 
markets. The Company’s brand names—which include Ralph Lauren, 
Ralph Lauren Collection, Ralph Lauren Purple Label, Polo Ralph 
Lauren, Double RL, Lauren Ralph Lauren, Polo Ralph Lauren Children 
and Chaps, among others—constitute one of the world’s most widely 
recognized families of consumer brands. For more information, go to 
https://corporate.ralphlauren.com.

ABOUT GEORGETOWN LOMBARDI COMPREHENSIVE 
CANCER CENTER
Georgetown Lombardi Comprehensive Cancer Center is designated 
by the National Cancer Institute (NCI) as a comprehensive cancer 
center. A part of Georgetown University Medical Center, Georgetown 
Lombardi is the only comprehensive cancer center in the Washington, 
D.C. area. It serves as the research engine for MedStar Health, 
Georgetown University’s clinical partner. Georgetown Lombardi is 
also an NCI recognized consortium with Hackensack Meridian John 
Theurer Cancer Center in Bergen County, New Jersey. The consortium 
reflects an integrated cancer research enterprise with scientists and 

https://corporate.ralphlauren.com/Foundation
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physician-researchers from both locations. Georgetown Lombardi 
seeks to improve the diagnosis, treatment, and prevention of cancer 
through innovative basic, translational and clinical research, patient care, 
community education and outreach to service communities throughout 
the Washington region, while Hackensack Meridian John Theurer 
Cancer Center in Bergen County, New Jersey serves communities in 
northern New Jersey. Georgetown Lombardi is a member of the NCI 
Community Oncology Research Program (UG1CA239758). Georgetown 
Lombardi is supported in part by a National Cancer Institute Cancer 
Center Support Grant (P30CA051008). Connect with Georgetown 
Lombardi on Facebook and Twitter. 

ABOUT MEMORIAL SLOAN KETTERING CANCER CENTER
As the world’s oldest and largest private cancer center, Memorial Sloan 
Kettering Cancer Center has devoted more than 135 years to exceptional 
patient care, influential educational programs, and innovative research to 
discover more effective strategies to prevent, control and, ultimately, cure 
cancer. MSK is home to more than 20,000 physicians, scientists, nurses, 
and staff united by a relentless dedication to conquering cancer. Today, 
we are one of 52 National Cancer Institute-designated Comprehensive 
Cancer Centers, with state-of-the-art science and technology 
supporting groundbreaking clinical studies, personalized treatment, and 
compassionate care for our patients. We also train the next generation of 
clinical and scientific leaders in oncology through our continually evolving 
educational programs, here and around the world. Year after year, we are 
ranked among the top two cancer hospitals in the country, consistently 
recognized for our expertise in adult and pediatric oncology specialties. 
www.mskcc.org. 

ABOUT CONQUER CANCER®, THE ASCO FOUNDATION
Conquer Cancer®, the ASCO Foundation, funds research for every cancer, 
every patient, everywhere. Since 1984, its Grants & Awards program has 
awarded more than $146 million through more than 2,400 grants and 
awards to improve cancer care and accelerate breakthroughs in clinical 
and translational oncology research. Its EveryGrant® solution helps 
organizations develop and implement funding initiatives to accelerate 
progress against cancer. For more information visit CONQUER.ORG.
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