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Sustainable Chemical Management Policy

PURPOSE

This Sustainable Chemical Management Policy (Policy) sets out Ralph 

Lauren Corporation’s (RLC or the Company) commitments and expectations 

for the responsible management of chemicals across our supply chain. We 

are committed to eliminating hazardous substances and using safer, more 

sustainable chemicals — considering their full lifecycle — throughout our 

business to address their human and environmental impact. This Policy 

supports the Protect Natural Resources pillar of our Timeless by Design 2030 

strategy and our ongoing commitment to use safer and more sustainable 

chemicals throughout our business.

SCOPE AND RELATED POLICIES

This Policy applies to all RLC entities, including affiliates and subsidiaries, and 

to our suppliers, manufacturing partners and licensees. It is applicable to all 

suppliers with wet processing on-site — including, but not limited to, washing/

laundry, printing, dyeing, coating/lamination, spraying, binding and other wet 

and/or chemical finishing associated with the manufacture of RLC products. 

Where RLC does not have direct operational control, we actively engage and 

collaborate with our partners to advance alignment with the principles and 

expectations herein.

This Policy is complementary to the Ralph Lauren Operating Standards, is 

reviewed annually, and is supported by the following related policies, available 

on our Reports & Policies site:

•	 Environmental Policy

•	 Supply Chain & Product Sustainability Policy

•	 Operating Standards

•	 Animal Welfare Policy

•	 Code of Business Conduct and Ethics

GOVERNANCE AND OVERSIGHT

This Policy is overseen by Quality Assurance and Global Citizenship & 

Sustainability leadership, with Board-level oversight of material GC&S risks 

and opportunities, as outlined in our Environmental Policy.

I. Zero Discharge of Hazardous Chemicals (ZDHC)

Ralph Lauren is a signatory to the Zero Discharge of Hazardous Chemicals 

(ZDHC) Programme, a sector-wide coalition advancing the industry 

toward zero discharge of hazardous chemicals. Since 2020, we have 

adopted the ZDHC Manufacturing Restricted Substances List (MRSL) 

and ZDHC-approved Chemical Inventory List (CIL) Management Tools to 

enable our suppliers to track and report on chemicals used in the creation 

of our products and to prioritize the substitution of harmful chemicals with 

safer, MRSL-conformant alternatives. As a ZDHC Signatory Brand, we 

are advancing through the ZDHC Brand to Zero framework, which drives 

continuous improvement in chemical management across progressive 

levels of conformance, transparency and performance. Suppliers and 

facilities are expected to:

•	 Implement a phase-out plan for any non-conformant chemical; 

and

•	 Set goals to replace non-conformant chemicals with safer, more 

sustainable, ZDHC-conformant alternatives.

II. Chemical Inventory Transparency and Traceability

RLC aims to achieve full transparency of the chemicals used in our 

product manufacturing. Suppliers and facilities are expected to:

•	 Maintain a complete and up-to-date chemical inventory;

•	 Demonstrate that all chemicals used in the manufacturing process 

can be traced back to the chemical inventory; and

•	 Provide full visibility of chemicals used in RLC production 

through the ZDHC-approved CIL management tool, with direct 

connectivity to RLC’s account.

III. Facility Wastewater Quality Standards

RLC expects all suppliers and facilities to properly manage and treat 

wastewater and sludge to meet or exceed legal requirements. We 

adopt the ZDHC Wastewater Guidelines — a standardized wastewater 

sampling, testing and reporting methodology for the apparel and footwear 

industry — to confirm that non-conformant chemicals are not intentionally 

used in the manufacturing process. Facilities with wet processing are 

required to test wastewater against the ZDHC Wastewater Guidelines 

and upload results to the ZDHC Gateway. Where non-conformances 

are identified, facilities are expected to conduct a root cause analysis, 

implement corrective actions and establish preventive measures to avoid 

recurrence.

IV. Eliminating Priority Chemicals

RLC takes a comprehensive approach to priority substances across our 

supply chain, combining proactive requirements, supplier expectations 

and ongoing testing:

•	 PFAS (per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances): RLC has transitioned 

out of PFAS-based coating materials (including PFOA, PFOS and 

other per- and polyfluorinated chemicals) in all materials with water 

resistance or repellency functionality. Testing is incorporated 

into our product testing manual for continuous monitoring and 

compliance with our Restricted Substances List (RSL) standard.

•	 PVC (polyvinyl chloride): We ban the use of PVC and have 

incorporated it into our product testing manual to ensure our prints 

are not PVC-based.

•	 PP (potassium permanganate): In FY25, we successfully phased 

out PP washes from denim and non-denim products

https://corporate.ralphlauren.com/reports-and-policies
https://www.roadmaptozero.com/
https://www.roadmaptozero.com/
https://mrsl.roadmaptozero.com/
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V. Restricted Substances and Product Testing

All mills and finished-goods suppliers must comply with the American 

Apparel & Footwear Association (AAFA) Restricted Substances List 

(RSL) through our Vendor Compliance Packet. We test to the strictest 

applicable global standard through our Apparel Testing Program, using 

Ralph Lauren-nominated independent third-party labs. A zero-tolerance 

policy applies to any product not meeting RLC standards.

https://www.aafaglobal.org/
https://www.aafaglobal.org/

